ANTHONY   EDEN
Anthony's only sister, Elfrida Marjorie, his senior by ten
years, married in 1909 the sixth Earl of Warwick, and in
one year became not only the Countess but the Mayor of
Warwick. The sixth earl died in 1928, and his son, Charles
Guy Fulke, Anthony Eden's nephew, became seventh
earl and, in due course, a candidate for the films. This family
alliance with the House of Warwick was to have an amus-
ing sequel in 1923 when Anthony Eden, as the Conservative
candidate for Leamington and Warwick, found himself in a
contest between political and family loyalties.
Lady Eden's recollections of Anthony's childhood1 are
unfortunately brief. ' He was always the quiet one. They
say that famous men are often the most mischievous as boys,
but Anthony was never that. He never gave me a moment's
trouble. He was, and he remains, the kindest of sons. He
wasn't keen about games, though he became a fair rider,
I remember, and a fair shot. But he never became the
horseman his father was.'
Lady Eden believes that even in very early days Anthony
had a leaning towards politics, and remembers that he
would debate politics freely and that he kept himself in-
formed of current affairs even at the preparatory school.
On train journeys he would recall the political events con-
nected with towns the train passed through, the chief
elections, and the names of the candidates. It is not often
the capacities of maturity are made manifest so early.
But politics was not at first the most obvious career.
Anthony had inherited much of his father's talent—or
something more than talent—for painting, and it is not
impossible that, but for the War which profoundly deepened
and greatly matured his character, he might have found his
means of expression most aptly in art. His work is said
to be good enough to suggest he might have made his
name as an artist. As it turned out he gave first place to
politics, but his interest in art has remained. It was well
1 The Sunday Referee, February 27tk, 1938.

